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Introduction

“A Dutch Rhapsody” is the orchestral version of the first
movement of Henry Pool’'s Eighth Sonata for Piano (“My
Three Fatherlands”). It is written in sonata form and the
first theme — in A-flat major — is the Dutch anthem: the
“Wilhelmus”. The lyrics are an acrostic on the name
“Willem van Oranje”, who was the patriarch of the Dutch
Royal Family (the House of Orange-Nassau) and the
leader of the Dutch nation in its fight for freedom and
independence from the Spanish tyrants in the sixteenth
century. Those lyrics were written by Marnix van Sint-
Aldegonde on an old Dutch folk melody. This anthem is
the symbol of the freedom of the Dutch and of the strong
bond with their sovereign (who in World War Il was Queen
Wilhelmina, the grandmother of today’s Queen Beatrix).
The second theme — in E-flat major — is a song from later
time: “Holland the Beautiful”, of which both the lyrics and
the melody were written by S. Abramsz. It extols the
beauty of the Dutch landscape: the green meadows with
the gleaming cows, the wide slow-flowing rivers bordered
by blooming orchards, the vast yellow cornfields and the
manifold towns and villages.

The themes are connected by a modulating transitional
theme, while the exposition concludes with a playful coda.
The elaboration tells the story of The Netherlands during
World War Il, when it was occupied by the Germans under
the Nazi regime. It starts therefore with the "Wilhelmus”
set in minor, followed by the begin of an old Dutch song:
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“O Netherland mind now thy cause” in a Dorian mode,
which song became the watchword of the Dutch
underground. This song is even today still played on the
carillon of the old Munttoren (Mint Tower) in the center of
Amsterdam. That is, why it in this orchestral version is
played by the glockenspiel. Immediately after the opening
sentence of this song is heard, the sounds of the ominous
theme of “Fate knocking on the door” from Beethoven’s
Fifth Symphony comes thundering down. The rhythm of
this theme was used by the Dutch incarcerated by the
Germans. They would knock it on the walls to contact
other inmates. Most of these people were tortured and
shot dead. That is why “Holland the Beautiful” appears
now in minor. The elaboration continues with playing the
various themes in minor, until ‘the allied armies succeed in
liberating The Netherlands from the Germans’. And then
emerges the theme of Fate in major, as it has turned for
the good, followed by “O Netherland mind now thy cause”
in a Lydian mode — which is the major of the Dorian mode
— after which the “Song of Freedom”, melody by J.W.
Wilms on lyrics by M.J. Brand van Cabauw, burst out in a
jubilating fanfare. A modulating transitional theme brings
us then to the repetition of the exposition, but now with
both themes in the scale of A-flat major. And The
Netherlands are as peaceful and beautiful as before.
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